THE ARMENIAN OUTRAGES.

fetter from an American on the
Ground—Terrible Distress of the Peo-
ple—Relief Measures.

| Wasningron, September 11,—The pitiable!
condition of the survivors of the Armenian
massacres,and the alleged efforts of the Turk-
ish authorities to retard the work of relief,are
described in a communication just received
here from an American now at the scene of
the Sassun massacre. The letter 1s dated Au-
gust 1, and after referring to the distribution
of relief funds which has’ been intrusted to
American missionaries, says, in part:

“The missionaries are now here, but the op-
position of the Turkish government is so great
that they can make but little progress. The
people are completely prostrated. Two vil-
lages, eamples of the thirty-two that were de-
stroyed, are now marked by erumbling walls,
the roofs so completely destroyed by the in-
cendiary soldiers that not a chip remains to
ghow they ever had roofs. The mass of the
survivors of the massacre were scattered about
among the villages of the surrounding region,
anﬂ supported by those scarcely better off
than themselves, Two months ago most
of the survivors were induced to
return to their old homes, sow their fields
with a kind of millet that mnatures in a few
weeks, and seck to establish themselves before
the winter. Many have only a few boughs to
cover a corner of their former homes, and
furnishings are bare: a little hay to sleep on,
with possibly some filthy rags to throw over
them, in place of abundant carpets. Hardly

. a child has more than the remnant of a tat-
[: tered shirt to cover him, and many of the
. adulté are not many degrees better off. Food
; is very scarce, and working-tools are lacking.
' “In short, they are utterly prostrate, and
must be put ‘on their own feet, by supplying
' them with everything, till they can begin the
. upward road towards the old prosperity. There
_are already more than 5,000 people to be thus
. cared for. England has already sent £1,000,
and the Armenians themselves have raised two
' or three times this amount, but it will all be
sufficient to do the work only very imperfectly.
Still, with sure prospects of reform and pre-
gent protection, they would go at the great
task before them with cheerfulness and hope.
But, alas! these conditions do not yet obtain,
por do we know that they will.

“ The' English Ambassador obtained a
promise that all assistance should be afforded
to the distribution of the English funds, and
‘the American missionaries were requested to
come and superintend, but the three weeks

thing , because the




'into the region, and the survivors were
{fered in diﬂerent directions. Proba
more than 4,000 really fell at the tim
others died of want; but the tales of
lust and fiendish outrage that have com ﬁ
our ears exceed all we had dreamed o&,g
can never be allowed to soil the pnge ot ‘the
clean historian.”

The following subscriptions have been re
ceived by the Armenian Relief Fund Commit
tee of New York:

Abner Hendee, £25
Jacob H. Schiff Z
LauraV. l(hlnelunder ?5

. A.Woo 1worth.......
Fmanuel Lehman... 25

e . g.
% Mrs, W. 1. .Jordan.
Mnn a3, Wnlbndge,. 5 |John B. Mulnny
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HPDI)’E Boyd b M Bnmmer
ltl':ry L. B. Ranmout kAR o'
B. Porter.. .1 10 | Mrs, B. G Andarson.. g
Mlsss S. Severance. 1| A. Wolff., . S
William V. Hays... 1| ¢ D. Bradiae.. b
*A friend of the Ar- F Beresford Proctor, 5
me nians” ., 10 Clark b
M. M., Norw b Cnsh 5
Miss Dimond. 6| To

Contributions may be gent to Spencer Trask
97 21) Pine Street, New York city.
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